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Message from the President

Dear Friends,

Spring, a time or season of growth or 
development, an act or instance of leaping 
forward.  After our long, tedious winter, I am 
sure we are all looking forward to a resurgence 
of energy, warmth and growth.  We began our 
Spring season with the annual Plant and Bake 
sale on April 2.  It was so nice to see so many 
beautiful plants blossoming inside the library.  
Thanks to all who supported the Friends by 
volunteering their time, baking delicious 
goodies and/or purchasing plants and baked 
goods.

The Friends of the NPL are a very active group 
which supports the library in many different 
ways. As we move forward, we have added two 
new ongoing fundraisers to our list, Amazon 
Smile and the TD Bank Affinity Program.  
There is more detailed information about these 
fundraisers in this newsletter.  Our spring book 
sale will be held from May 5 (Friends only) 
through May 9.  If you are not already a friend 
you can join by filling out and returning the 
enclosed form.

These fundraisers support the many wonderful 
programs that are offered throughout the year.   
These programs include adult monthly 
programs, children’s programs and summer 
programs for both adult and children. Also, all 
of the museum passes are funded 100% by the 
Friends.  

The Friends meet on the first Tuesday of each 
month.  Meetings begin at 6:30 pm and 
generally last about an hour.  New members are 
always welcome.

Have a wonderful spring and summer and once 
again, thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,
Joanne Hadley 
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Spring Book Sale       May 5 - 9
Tues.    May 5   4pm - 7pm  Friends Only                     
It’s a good evening to join the Friends!
Wed.    May 6     10am - 3pm
Thurs.  May 7    10am - 7pm
Fri.  May 8    10am - 2pm
Sat.  May 9     9am - 12:30pm

Please note that Book Sale hours begin on 
Saturday before the Library opens at 10am.
Gently used adult and children books, music, 
and movies are for sale.
      

We’re proud to announce a new partner in 
our fundraising efforts. We’ve joined TD 
Bank’s Affinity Membership Program, 
which provides our organization the 
opportunity to earn annual cash 
contributions. We’re thrilled with the ease 
of participating in this program and that 
there is no cost to our organization or our 
members.  For additional information, stop 
by or visit your local TD Bank Store.

Friends of the Norton Public Library
68 East Main St

Norton, MA  02766
Phone: 508-285-0265

Web: www.nortonlibrary.org
email:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com

Good libraries need good Friends!

Officers and Committee Chairs:

President: Joanne Hadley 
Vice President: Barbara Hagg
Secretary: Jill Mathieu
Treasurer: Joan Casper
Membership Coordinator: Charlene Fisk
Newsletter Editor: Diane Rowe

The Friends meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 6:30 pm at the Norton Public Library.   
All Friends are invited to attend.

Annual fundraising events:

Spring and Fall Book Sales
Spring Plant and Bake Sale
Fall Flea Market

Norton Public Library staff contributing to this 
issue:

Library Director: Lee Parker
Information Services Librarian:  Amanda Viana
Youth Services Librarian: Leslianne Costello

  Help Wanted:  Newsletter Editor
The Friends are looking for a person to lay 
out the newsletter twice a year.  No writing 
required.  Please contact Joanne  Hadley if 
you are able to help.

We made it through a tough winter @ the library
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A Word from the Library Director
This spring we will be celebrating National Library 
Week – Unlimited Possibilities @ your library. Share a 
photo of what you’ve made at the library on Twitter, 
Facebook or Instagram using the hashtag #librarymade 
for the chance to win $100 gift certificate to Maker 
Shed or Amazon. For official contest rules visit:

http://ilovelibraries.org/librarymade

Upcoming Thursday morning programs this spring 
include a concert with Tom Madden, formerly of Java 
Jive; a lecture on Lee’s surrender at Appomattox with 
Gary Hylander; and a look at Jane Austen’s fashions 
with History of Fashion Professor Karen Antonowicz. 

Escape the Ordinary and celebrate heroes of all kinds 
this summer with our summer reading program. We 
will have programs and events with everyday heroes 
and superheroes, including a superhero photo booth, a 
Breakfast for Heroes with veterans, and a historical 
presentation by retired firefighter William Moss (in 
costume) of A Fireman of 1899.

We will escape the ordinary with armchair travel 
programs such as “Going to Extremes” with Peter 
Mandel, an adventure travel program of Antarctica, 
India, Egypt, Patagonia, Norway, Japan and Africa; a 
slideshow of the Galapagos Islands with Norton’s own 
Dana Zaiser; and a documentary screening of The 
Bridgewater Triangle, an exploration into the long 
history of paranormal activity reported in the area. 

Participants will be able to play library bingo for a 
chance at raffle prizes, and attend weekly concerts 
every Tuesday in July at 7:00 p.m. sponsored by local 
businesses. With the wide variety of programs, we hope 
everyone will find something to enjoy at the library! 

We are everywhere  – Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr, 
Instagram, Flickr, Pinterest, Youtube … Like or follow 
us on social media, sign up for our newsletter, and visit 
our website and the library to see the wide variety of 
our offerings. There is bound to be something that 
appeals to you!

We have a great team here at the library ready to help 
you with your needs. Our staff, volunteers, trustees and 
Friends are all amazing. 

Hope to see you at the library soon!

 
Lee Parker

Director

http://ilovelibraries.org/librarymade
http://ilovelibraries.org/librarymade
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A Word from the Information Services Librarian
Whether you’re a long time library supporter or a new patron you’ll see that the library is constantly 
striving to grow and change to serve the Norton community—in and out of the library building!  Our 
wireless access is available in the building and throughout the library park and we offer many 24/7 
services you can use even when the library building is closed.

Thanks to the generosity of the Norton Media Center we’ve been able to continue to offer online 
resources like Freegal music downloads, Newsbank access to newspaper archives from around the 
country, Cypress Resume for help with resumes and cover letters, and Rocket Languages free online 
language learning! We also offer job hunting through Glassdoor, the NoveList Plus database to help you 
find your next great read, and Ancestry Library through the library computers and wireless. You can 
even print from home and pick up your work at the library using MobilePrint: never struggle with an 
empty ink cartridge or a broken printer—just send the jobs our way! And don’t forget to download the 
Bookmyne app through iTunes or the Android store so you can manage your library account on your 
mobile device. You can search, place holds, renew materials and more. 

We’re excited to announce that we now offer digital access to some of our most valuable Norton 
resources! Over 100 texts are now available through Internet Archive. View Norton High School 
yearbooks dating back to 1925; Town Reports; Marriage Records; and programs from special town 
events such as the Bicentennial, Sestercentennial, and Tricentennial celebrations, Library and Library 
Park dedications and more. Visit https://archive.org/details/nortonlibraryma to explore!

We’re also happy to announce that paying your fees online just got easier! Quickly and easily pay your 
library fees by credit or debit card simply by logging into your library account. This service has been 
made possible by the SAILS Library Network. For more information visit http://www.nortonlibrary.org/
pay-fees-online.html

https://archive.org/details/nortonlibraryma
https://archive.org/details/nortonlibraryma
http://www.nortonlibrary.org/pay-fees-online.html
http://www.nortonlibrary.org/pay-fees-online.html
http://www.nortonlibrary.org/pay-fees-online.html
http://www.nortonlibrary.org/pay-fees-online.html
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Your library card is your ticket to all these amazing services—and you also have access to the 
wonderful library staff. We’re here to help you use any of these online services, decipher your new      
e-reader, find your new favorite author, finish your class project, research your family history and 
much, much more. We’re looking forward to helping you! 

Amanda Viana
Information Services Librarian

Upcoming Adult Programs

May 21 at 10:30am
Gary Hylander presents “Lee Surrenders at 
Appomattox”

June 18 at 10:30 am
Karen Antonowicz  - Jane Austen Fashion 

July 16 at 10:30am
“A Fireman of 1899: his life and job” with William 
Moss

August 11 at 6:30pm
Bridgewater Triangle Documentary Screening

September 17 at 10:30am
“I Slept with George Washington “ with Judy 
Bernstein

We hosted the Library Legislative Breakfast              
(Sen. James Timilty)
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Youth Services News
Summertime and the readin’ is easy. The
vacation months offer such an opportunity to 
instill a love of reading in children. During the 
rest of the year, homework assignments, 
extracurriculars, and shortened daylight hours 

leave busy young people little time to discover what pleasure a good book can be. But in the 
summer, time is on our side. Bring your children to the library early and often, and let us help make 
reading a positive experience. Sure, many students have summer reading assignments, but pay 
attention to the fine-print. Lots of teachers send home “suggestions” only—they really just want your 
children to read, it doesn’t matter what! And once those 
assignments are taken care of, turn them loose to bring 
home whatever interests them. Come meet the library 
staff, and let us point your children at the stuff they 
really want to read, whether it be comic books, pony 
books, Lego books, or the same old books they read last 
summer. Your goal and ours is to encourage a love of 
reading and, unlike junk food, pleasure reading is even 
better for that than assigned reading. Once they love 
reading, they’ll be even more capable of tackling the 
tougher reading necessary to excel in school.

Every Hero has a Story. In our efforts to get books in the 
hands of young people, each year the Norton Public Library puts on a smash of a Summer Library 
Program. During the months of July and August, children get rewarded for reading with nifty prizes 
and recognition, and the library hosts heaps upon heaps of free family events. This summer you can 

expect magicians, art classes, an animal show, the Toe Jam Puppet Band, 
and much, much more in our six-week celebration of heroes, both ordinary 
and extraordinary. Many, many thanks are due to our teen volunteers for 
their summer help and to the Norton Cultural Council, the Friends of the 
Norton Library, and other local sponsors for funding so much of our 
summer programming.       

Lesliane Costello
Youth Services Librarian                                       

“I think a hero is an 
ordinary individual who 
finds strength to 
persevere and endure in 
spite of overwhelming 
obstacles.”  

Christopher Reeve, Still Me 
(1999).
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Be a Friend

Want to join the Friends of the Norton Library? Please 
fill out the membership form and return it to:

Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main St
Norton, MA  02766

Time to Renew?
Take the time to renew your membership now. Please 
fill out the membership form and return it to the 
Friends. Please note on the form if you are interested in 
becoming involved with any activities. Any address 
changes, corrections, or questions regarding your 
membership please call the library or email
FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com.

Annual Membership Dues

Individual $10
Senior $5
Family $20
Sponsor $40
Life $200
Corporate Sponsor $300

Volunteer Opportunities

The Friends are always in need of volunteers. Here are 
some of the ways you can help the Friends in addition 
to paying your membership dues:

 Chair a committee
 Be on the board of directors
 Coordinate a book sale
 Coordinate a plant sale
 Bake something for the bake sale
 Edit the newsletter
 Volunteer for a committee
 Work at a book sale or plant sale

Come to a meeting to find out what you can do to 
help the Friends. New faces and ideas are always 
welcomed.    

Friends of the Norton Library 
Membership Form

Name:____________________________________

Address:__________________________________

__________________________________________

Phone:___________________________________

Email:____________________________________

Year:_____________________________________

Dues (circle one): 
Individual $10
Senior $5
Family $20
Sponsor $40
Corporate Sponsor $300
Life $200  

Dues are by calendar year with exception 
of Life membership.  Payments received 
after Nov 1 however will count toward the 
following year also.

Please check off any events you may be 
interested in helping with and a member of 
the Friends will contact you before that event.

 Book Sales

 Plant Sales

 Bake Sale

 Serve on board

 Conduct a program

 Other (explain)
Return form along with your membership 
dues to:
Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main Street
Norton, MA  02766

mailto:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com
mailto:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com


Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main St
Norton, MA  02766

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Events

• May 5 - Book Sale Friends’ Night

• May 21  - Gary Hylander

• June 18 - Jane Austen Fashion

• July 16 - William Moss

• August 11 - Bridgewater Triangle Documentary Screening

• September 17 - Judy Bernstein

Details inside!


