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Message from the President

Dear Friends,

After being involved with the Friends for over 15 years, I 
will be stepping down as President in June. I have had the 
opportunity to work with wonderful people! I joined the 
Friends when my son was a toddler and he is now a 
sophomore in college.  I would like to encourage those 
new parents out there to do the same.  The library is a 
perfect place to inspire, delight, and challenge those 
inquisitive minds, no matter what the age. Take field trips 
to the various museums, participate in group play, attend 
craft events, and even just read in a quiet corner!

With reorganization of the board shortly we will also be 
looking for people to chair some of our annual events.  
Please stop in at a meeting or feel free to contact me to 
find out about some of these opportunities.  Some of the 
events are only once a year: the yard sale in Sept. the 
Bake Sale in spring, coordinating a “dine in” event, etc.

Thank you, thank you, for supporting the Friends and this 
wonderful place we call Norton Library! 

Sincerely,
Kristen Miller
Ksonnenberg@comcast.net

Friends of the Norton Public Library
68 East Main St

Norton, MA  02766
Phone: 508-285-0265

Web: www.nortonlibrary.org
email:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com

Good libraries need good Friends!

Officers and Committee Chairs:

President: Kristen Miller
Vice President: Joanne Hadley
Secretary: Jill Mathieu
Treasurer: Joan Casper
Membership Coordinator: Charlene Fisk
Newsletter Editor: Diane Rowe

The Friends meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 6:30 pm at the Norton Public Library.  
All Friends are invited to attend.

Annual fundraising events:

Spring and Fall Book Sales
Spring Plant and Bake Sale
Fall Flea Market

Norton Public Library staff contributing to this 
issue:

Library Director: Lee Parker
Information Services Librarian:  Amanda Viana
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Volunteers Needed

Friends are asking for members, friends, family 
and library patrons to give a hand, have some 
fun, and meet some nice people.  There are three 
different activities that we need help with:

1. Monday, May 5, we set up the books on 
tables in the Community Room.  90% of all 
the books will have been previously sorted.  
We need help to unpack the books and help 
with the book displays (we have some great 
guys that lift the books).  We start about 
10:15 and all help is welcome.

2. During the book sale itself we are seeking 
volunteers to man the tables during the hours 
of the sale.  We will have two volunteers 
during all sale hours.  The needed hours for 
volunteers will be Wednesday, May 7, 10-3;  
Thursday, May 8, 10-7; Friday, May 9, 10-2; 
and Saturday, May 10, 9-12:30.  If you could 
do a block of at least two hours, that seems to 
work best.  

3. We are also calling for all hands on deck for 
Saturday, May 10, at 12:30 to pack up the 
boxes for pickup.  There's minimal lifting 
involved and can be done in less than an 
hour.

Please contact Barbara Hagg (Book Sale 
Coordinator) with contact information (name, 
phone #, and hours of availability):  at 
barbarahagg1@icloud.com or
508-622-1314.  First come, first served for hours 
to work the sale.

Your help is greatly appreciated.  All proceeds 
from the sale are used for programs, books, and 
materials at the library.

Remember if you are not a member of the 
Friends, you can join anytime.  We have lots of 
work to do and many hands are needed to make 
our sale a success. 

I would like to thank Trinity for hosting our 
fundraiser this year.  They got a bit swamped 
early in the night and things did get backed 
up for a bit.  Thank you to all of you who 
stuck it out!

        Plant Sale

Thursday, April 17, 
from 10:00am - 7:00pm 

There will be many 
beautiful spring plants, such as tulips, 
daffodils, violets, daisies and hydrangeas for 
sale.                                                              
All donations of baked goods, homemade or 
purchased, will be greatly appreciated.  
Baked goods may be dropped off at the 
library on Wednesday, April 16, from 
10am-2:00pm or the morning of the sale.

Spring Book Sale       May 6 - 10
Tues.    May 6   4pm - 7pm  Friends Only                     
It’s a good evening to join the Friends!
Wed.    May 7     10am - 3pm
Thurs.  May 8    10am - 7pm
Fri.  May 9    10am - 2pm
Sat.  May 10   9am - 12:30pm

Please note that Book Sale hours begin on 
Saturday before the Library opens at 10am.
Gently used adult and children books, 
puzzles, and movies are for sale.

Thanks to all the people who donated to the 
basket raffle this year.  We have another 
great selection of baskets! Stop in and check 
them out! Drawing 4/19.

Notice: Due to our Book Sale the first week 
of May, our May meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, April 29th.

mailto:barbarahagg1@icloud.com
mailto:barbarahagg1@icloud.com
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A Word from the Library Director
Have you visited the library lately? The Friends 
have expanded their ongoing book sales to include 
hardcover and children’s books. The adult books 
are even sorted by authors! Visit the Book Nook 
Store all year round to shop for bargains. Support 
the library and get some great deals! 

Thanks to donations from individuals and the 
Friends, we have a new art display system in the 
Community Room. We have newer public 
computers and other technology from our Norton 
Media Center Community Fund grant. Other 
changes in the library include updates in the 
restrooms and front door windows. 

Debbie Clifton moved on to a different library, and 
Kathy Trepanier was promoted to Circulation 
Supervisor. Her position was filled with several part 
time staff. Please welcome Zelia Polutchko, 
Melanie Barnes, and Sandy Ross to our circulation 
desk team.

This spring we will be celebrating National Library 
Week – Lives Change @ your library. In April and 
May, please feel free to add your word bubble to 
our display in the community room. 

Upcoming Thursday morning programs this spring 
include Paul Revere’s Ride with Gary Hylander, 
Norton’s Rivers with Kathy Zawasky/LPS and 
Charles Lindberg:Coast to Coast in 48 Hours. We 
have re-scheduled Christopher Daly’s Irish Need 
Not Apply to July 24th. 

We also have several evening author programs this 
year: Hank Phillippi Ryan – April 17th ; Michael 
Tougias – July 17th; Jeff Belanger – August 12th and 
Ted Reinstein – Sept. 23rd. 

Summer 2014 is all about science – Science Magic 
with the Museum of Science, Splish Splash Science 
Camp, an Aviation class, Solar Power workshop, 
birds’ next engineering, the New Bedford 
Oceanarium WOWMobile, science fiction movies, 
technology classes and crafts, and Mad Science Fire 
& Ice. Even our Book Cooks will incorporate the 
science theme with a “molecular gastronomy” 
addition! As always, we will also have weekly 
concerts every Tuesday in July at 7:00 p.m., 
sponsored by local businesses. With the wide 
variety of programs, we hope everyone will find 
something to enjoy at the library!

The themes are “Fizz Boom Read” for kids, 

“Spark a Reaction” for teens,

                 

and “Literary Elements” for adults.

Be sure to like us on Facebook, sign up for our 
newsletter, and/or visit our website and the library 
to see the wide variety of our offerings. There is 
bound to be something that appeals to you!

We have a great team here at the library ready to 
help you with your needs. 

As always, I appreciate the staff, volunteers, 
trustees and our amazing Friends for all their hard 
work – it has truly paid off and the library is even 
more of a community hub than ever.

On a final note, I would like to thank Kristen Miller 
for her years of dedication and service to the library 
as President of the Friends. She has done every 
possible task you can imagine and she will be 
missed!!

Lee Parker
Director  
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A Word from the Information Services Librarian
If you’ve read the past few newsletters, you know that the 
library staff has been working very hard to maintain and 
improve the library’s print and AV collections. There’s been a 
lot of cleaning, organizing, and shifting materials to make them 
more appealing and accessible. But we’ve also been working to 
diversify! Over the past six months the library has added many 
online services—most of which are available 24/7 from any 
computer with internet access. Here are some highlights from 
our digital collections:

• You may have already heard that you can borrow bestselling 
ebooks & audiobooks from Overdrive, but did you know 
that we now offer streaming video for kids? From 
Paddington Bear to Gross Science—enjoy your favorite titles 
in a whole new way! *Tip: sign in to your Overdrive account 
before browsing to see Advantage titles purchased just for 
Norton patrons. 

• Everyone knows that you can find music on the internet—but 
did you know that you can download it both freely and 
legally with your library card? The library’s Freegal 
subscription allows every registered Norton library user to 
obtain three free songs each week—legally! So grab your 
library card and check out the hundreds of thousands of 
tracks from multiple music labels. *Tip: use the Wish List 
feature to save songs for future downloads. 

• Parlez vous franҫais? Well you can learn with Rocket 
Languages! This program offers language and culture 
lessons, voice comparison technology to test your 
pronunciation, and fun games to help you test your 
knowledge. With iOS and Android apps to help you learn on 
the go, what are you waiting for? Start learning a new 
language today! *Tip: Need a study buddy? Try My Forum, 
the online space where you can interact with other learners 
and your Rocket Languages teachers.

• There are thousands of free resources for ancestry research, 
but some are not—unless you’re a Norton Public Library 
cardholder. Use the library’s subscription to the popular 
genealogical research site, Ancestry.com, for free. Discover 
your roots and add branches to your family tree! Search 
census, military, obituary, and even local school and parish 
records. *Tip: Ancestry Library is available to use inside the 
library on one of our public computers or via library wifi.

• If you’re looking for genealogical resources, don’t stop with 
Ancestry. Try our new NewsBank database: get online 
access to current and past newspaper content including local 
news stories, editorials, obituaries, real estate information 

and much more from newspapers all over the country! Using 
these online newspaper archives (most spanning decades) 
can help you find more personal information about your 
relatives and ancestors than formal military or census 
records. *Tip: use the customized links on our website to 
search local papers like The Norton Mirror, Attleboro Sun 
Chronicle, Taunton Daily Gazette, Brockton Enterprise and 
many more! 

• On the job market, or maybe just looking to polish your 
resume? Look no further than the library’s subscription to 
Cypress Resume! This free online program will help you 
create polished, professional resumes and cover letters. 
Cypress Resume will guide you through the resume building 
process, using industry-specific skills and strengths to put 
you ahead of the competition. *Tip: create an account with 
your email address after you log in with your library card 
number to save resumes and cover letters to return to later. 

• Have you read everything by your favorite author (including 
the acknowledgements)? We can help you find your next 
great read with NoveList Plus! NoveList Plus will help 
guide you through title and author read-alikes, book club 
lists, summaries and reviews, awards, and lists of popular 
books. *Tip: parents, use the age and reading level 
information to find books that are a great fit for your kids. 

• Midterms. Finals. Curiosity! There are lots of reasons you’ll 
want to use the Gale Databases brought to you by the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners and 
Massachusetts Library System with state funds and federal 
Institute of Museum and Library Services funds. 
Encyclopedias and collections ranging from Home 
Improvement to World History, and Religion to Pop Culture, 
your library card gives you access to databases chock full of 
information to make your life easier! *Tip: use the links on 
the library website anywhere in the state, without having to 
enter your library card number. 

These and many more library resources and services are made 
possible by the support of the Friends of the Norton Public 
Library and the Norton Media Center. 

Amanda Viana
Information Services Librarian

Youth Services Librarian, Leslianne Costello, is currently 
on maternity leave.  News from the Children’s Room is 
included in the Library Director’s Report.
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Be a Friend

Want to join the Friends of the Norton Library? Please 
fill out the membership form and return it to:

Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main St
Norton, MA  02766

Time to Renew?
Take the time to renew your membership now. Please
fill out the membership form and return it to the
Friends. Please note on the form if you are interested in
becoming involved with any activities. Any address
changes, corrections, or questions regarding your
membership please call Charlene Fisk at 508-216-4717 
or email
FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com.

Annual Membership Dues

Individual $10
Senior $5
Family $20
Sponsor $40
Life $200
Corporate Sponsor $300

Volunteer Opportunities

The Friends are always in need of volunteers. Here are 
some of the ways you can help the Friends in addition 
to paying your membership dues:

 Chair a committee
 Be on the board of directors
 Coordinate a book sale
 Coordinate a plant sale
 Bake something for the bake sale
 Edit the newsletter
 Volunteer for a committee
 Work at a book sale or plant sale

Come to a meeting to find out what you can do to 
help the Friends. New faces and ideas are always 
welcomed.    

Membership Form

Name:

________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________

________________________________________

Phone:

________________________________________

Email Address:

________________________________________

Type of Membership: ______________________

Please check off any events you may be interested in 
helping with and a member of the Friends will contact 
you before that event.

Book Sales

Plant Sales

Bake Sales

Serve on the Board

Conduct a program

Other (explain)

Return form along with your membership dues to:

Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main Street
Norton, MA 02766

mailto:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com
mailto:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com
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Don’t Miss These Upcoming Evening Events

• April 17 - Hank Phillippi Ryan

• May 6 - Book Sale Friends’ Night

• July 17 - Michael Tougias

• August 12 - Jeff Belanger

• September - 23 Ted Reinstein

Details inside!


