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Message from the President

Dear Friends,

Thinking of becoming more involved?  If you 
can please help us out, now would be a great 
time! Please consider giving your time and 
become an active member. Our group meets the 
first Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm.  All are 
welcome. Even working at one fundraiser a year 
would help so much!  The Friends are only as 
strong as its active members. 
We wish to thank Sharon Rice who stepped 
down last month from the Friends VP and Book 
Sale Coordinator.  Sharon put in many hours of 
hard work on those book sales and we thank her 
immensely!
Thus we have an opening for someone to chair 
the book sales and also still have an opening to 
chair the fall yard sale.    We have an opening for 
membership coordinator also.  This entails 
computer work that can mostly be done from 
home.  Please contact me for more details if you 
are interested in any position.
Thank you!

-Kristen Miller
President FNPL
ksonnenberg@comcast.net
508-285-2315

Friends of the Norton Public Library
68 East Main St

Norton, MA  02766
Phone: 508-285-0265

Web: www.nortonlibrary.org
email:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com

Good libraries need good Friends!

Officers and Committee Chairs:

President: Kristen Miller
Vice President: Joanne Hadley
Secretary: Jill Mathieu
Treasurer: Joan Casper
Membership Coordinator: Kristen Miller
Newsletter Editor: Diane Rowe

The Friends meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 6:30 pm at the Norton Public Library.  
All Friends are invited to attend.

Annual fundraising events:

Spring and Fall Book Sales

Spring Plant and Bake Sale

Fall Flea Market

Norton Public Library staff contributing to this 
issue:

Library Director: Lee Parker

Youth Services Librarian:  Leslianne Costello

Information Services Librarian:  Amanda Viana
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Spring Book Sale
The Friends are holding their annual spring 
book sale the first week of May. We are 
seeking donations of gently used adult and 
children's books, DVDs, CDs.  (no text books, 
please)

 Sale dates/hours are:

Tuesday       May 7   4pm - 7pm Friends Only
Wednesday  May 8   10am - 3pm 
Thursday     May 9    10am - 7pm
Friday          May 10  10am - 2pm
Saturday      May 11   9am - 1pm(fill a bag $3)

We are also looking for volunteers to help with 
set-up (Monday, May 6, 10am until finished) 
and to staff the sale. If you are interested in 
helping out or would like more information, 
please contact Christiane at 508 222 8254 or 
e-mail at cdenkel@comcast.net with your 
availability.

Thank you for your continued support of our 
book sales!

Jewelry Jingle
Late this summer will be collecting donations of used 
jewelry you no longer want for our ‘Jewelry Jingle’ 
in October. More details to follow.

Museum Passes
Don’t forget about all of the passes the Friends have 
purchased to various museums. Spring is a great time 
to get out and visit them!  These passes allow for free 
or discounted admission to many wonderful places.  

Upcoming Adult Programs

April 18  from 10:30am - 12:30pm
From Purgatory to Podunk
Debbie & Peter Lincoln will 
discuss their project to visit all 351 
cities and towns in the state.

May 16 at 10:30am
Sing-a-Long & Laugh-a-Long 
Mel Simon, the master court jester, 
will lead us in song and humor.

June 20 at 10:30am
The Panama Canal
Learn the fascinating backstory of 
the Panama Canal from historian & 
lecturer Gary Hylander.

Spring Basket Raffle
Thanks to all who donated items for our spring 
baskets that were raffled off earlier this month.  
We had a wonderful selection of baskets!  We 
raised $854!!

If this newsletter was mailed to you, please 
consider sending us your email! Thank you!!
 
Keep the Friends in mind when you purge your 
bookshelves! We accept your books year 
round! 

Did you get the new and improved Friends 
Book bags yet? Check them out at the Library!

mailto:cdenkel@comcast.net
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A Word from the Library Director
Once again, the new year brings more 
transformations in the Norton Public Library. Our 
biggest news is re-gaining our state certification! 
Not only does that mean Norton residents once 
again have access to over 4 million items in our 
network and over 37 million items in the state, in 
just four months, we have seen an incredible surge 
in circulation, visitors, community room use, ebook 
and audiobook downloads -- and many new 
cardholders!  
The circulation desk has been refurbished; it looks 
like a brand new desk and is functioning 
beautifully! Debra Clifton joined as Circulation 
Supervisor in November after Molly moved on to a 
larger library, and Tammy Mahoney began in 
March as a circulation assistant. They come to us 
with years of library experience, and are great 
additions. 

 

We were fortunate to be awarded another 
Community Fund grant from the Norton Cable 
Access board - $7,000! - so be on the lookout for 
new computers and technology in the library, and 
for library outreach. We hope to see you at the 
Founders’ Day picnic in June! 

This spring we will be celebrating National Library 
Week – Communities Matter @ your library, which 
is very appropriate for us this year with all the 
community activities that have been happening in 
the library.  We will be having a contest to tie into 
our baseball display and PawSox passes as well. 

Upcoming Thursday morning programs this spring 
include From Purgatory to Podunk in April, Sing 
and Laugh along with Mel Simons, and Panama 
Canal with Gary Highlander. 

This summer, we will be offering a Groundbreaking 
Reads summer reading program for adults, as well 
as children’s and teen programs. Summer events 
will include Tuesday evening concerts in the park, 
Book Cooks, a geocaching program for new and 
experienced cachers, gardening programs, an 
American Revolution program, and even one on 
Norton cemeteries by the Gravestone Girls. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook, sign up for our 
newsletter, and/or visit our website and the library 
to see the wide variety of our offerings. There is 
bound to be something that appeals to you!

We have a great team here at the library ready to 
help you with your needs. As always, I appreciate 
the staff, volunteers, trustees and our amazing 
Friends for all their hard work – it has truly paid off 
and the library is even more of a community hub 
than ever.

Lee Parker 
Director    
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A Word from the Information Services Librarian
We had a busy fall and winter at the Norton 
Public Library, culminating in our re-certification 
in December. While we have continued to offer 
fun and educational programs, we’ve also been 
busy behind the scenes. If you’ve been to the 
Library lately, you’ll see that we’ve been doing 
some cleaning. Thanks to recertification and 
generosity of the Friends we are able to purchase 
more materials –but first we have to make some 
room. We’re also working to make it easier to 
connect readers with great books: look for 
review bookmarks, posters, and shelf signs to 
direct you to great reads!

You may have noticed the SAILS Overdrive site 
has been updated to make it easier to borrow and 
enjoy ebooks on the eReader of your choice. The 
library has fully updated tutorials available at the 
Circulation Desk or on the Reader’s Corner page 
of our website. 

Our monthly book discussions and Writers’ 
Group will continue through June. On June 17th 
we’ll have our annual joint book group (men’s 
and women’s groups) where we’ll discuss The 
Round House by Louise Erdrich. 

If it’s spring we must be talking about summer at 
the Library. In addition to some great upcoming 
Thursday morning programs and Tuesday 
evening concerts in the park, we’re planning 
programs around the theme of “Groundbreaking 
Reads”. Look for a full calendar of awesome 
summer programs later this spring. 

We’re always looking for ways to improve! 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
or comments you may have. 

Amanda Viana
Information Services Librarian

Ongoing Adult Programs

Women’s Book Group 
Led by Amanda Viana, the group meets 
through June on the first Wednesday of every 
month at 10:30am and the first Thursday at 
4:00pm.

Men’s Book Group
Led by Jay Boucher, the group meets through 
June on the first Monday of every month at 
6:30pm - 8:00pm.

Writers Group
Led by Amanda Viana, the group holds one 
morning and one evening meeting per month 
through June, visit the eventcalendar on the 
Library website for details. 

Knot Just Knitting
Knitting and Crocheting Drop-in led by 
Kathy Keaney.  The sessions are held every 
Thursday at 1:00pm - 2:30pm.
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Youth Services News
December marked the long-awaited recertification 
of the Norton Public Library.  It also marked the 
beginning of an effort to re-strengthen ties between 
our Youth Services department and the Norton 
Public Schools.  Several years ago, when budgets 
tightened, many public schools lost their librarians 
and our public library lost the funds to do outreach 
in the schools. As a result, our previously strong 
relationship fell by the wayside for a few years. 
Now we are trying to mend that bond. Thanks to 
the impetus of Kerry Wall, the inspiring Literacy 
Specialist at the Yelle Elementary School and the 
encouragement of Lee Parker, our Library Director, 
I was able to pay a visit and read a story to all 544 
students in the 4th and 5th grades. Then here at the 
library we offered a “free homework pass” to any 
student who checked out books with his or her own 
library card.  In February we ran a similar program 
with the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders at the L. G. Norse 
Elementary—I read to the students at an assembly, 
and then offered bonus points toward their reading 
assignments to any child who visited the public 
library.

It may seem like these are small steps, but this is 
the return of something wonderful!  This summer 
many of the schools will be collaborating with the 
library for their Summer Reading Programs—
instead of students having one sheet for school and 
another for the library program, they will be able to 
use one record sheet to keep track of both their 
assigned and recreational reading and get rewarded 
for checking in at the library throughout the 
summer.  The Friends of the Norton Library have 
generously paid for sheets of stickers to use to 

record hours on the reading logs. We hope this 
collaboration boosts library visits all summer long, 
celebrating recreational reading and combatting the 
“summer slide.” (Research shows that children who 
do not read over the summer will lose more than 
two months of reading achievement… and the slide 
is cumulative. By the end of 6th grade children 
who lose reading skills over the summer will be 
two years behind their classmates.)

So many thanks are due to my great public school 
collaborators Kerry Wall, Rachel Young, Julie Gill-
Dooley, Sara Horton, Jo-Ann Mallon and their 
marvelous Principals, and all the wonderful 
educators in our local schools who work so hard to 
enrich student experiences. Thanks also to Norton 
Cable for a grant that will support our Library’s 
further outreach efforts. And, as always, thanks to 
the Friends of the Library for sponsoring wonderful 
programs which bring families into the library and 
put all-powerful library cards into the hands of our 
town’s children. In the end, it’s all about the kids.

Leslianne Costello
Youth Services Librarian                                       
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Be a Friend

Want to join the Friends of the Norton Library? Please 
fill out the membership form and return it to:

Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main St
Norton, MA  02766

Time to Renew?
Take the time to renew your membership now. Please
fill out the membership form and return it to the
Friends. Please note on the form if you are interested in
becoming involved with any activities. Any address
changes, corrections, or questions regarding your
membership please call Kristen Miller at 508-285-2315 
or email
FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com.

Annual Membership Dues
Please note our new rates for 2013.  

Individual $10
Senior $5
Family $20
Sponsor $40
Life $200
Corporate Sponsor $300

Volunteer Opportunities

The Friends are always in need of volunteers. Here are 
some of the ways you can help the Friends in addition 
to paying your membership dues:

 Chair a committee
 Be on the board of directors
 Coordinate a book sale
 Coordinate a plant sale
 Bake something for the bake sale
 Edit the newsletter
 Volunteer for a committee
 Work at a book sale or plant sale

Come to a meeting to find out what you can do to 
help the Friends. New faces and ideas are always 
welcomed.    

Membership Form

Name:

________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________

________________________________________

Phone:

________________________________________

Email Address:

________________________________________

Type of Membership: ______________________

Please check off any events you may be interested in 
helping with and a member of the Friends will contact 
you before that event.

Book Sales

Plant Sales

Bake Sales

Serve on the Board

Conduct a program

Other (explain)

Return form along with your membership dues to:

Friends of the Norton Library
68 East Main Street
Norton, MA 02766

mailto:FriendsOfNortonPublicLibrary@gmail.com
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Don’t Miss These Upcoming Events

• May 6 - Book Sale Friends’ Night

• May 16 -  Mel Simon

• June 20 - Gary Hylander

Details inside!


